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A former RN and high school teacher, I am now focused on woodturning. Married, with 
two grown sons, I bring a highly varied background to my work. 

 
I attended my first national woodturning symposium in 2012, which opened my eyes to endless new possibilities. In addi-
tion, I joined the Wine Country Woodturners, which has proven to be an inexhaustible source of knowledge, inspiration, 
and fellowship. These events launched my current involvement with woodturning.  
 
In 2016, I journeyed to Sheffield, England to learn more about woodturning tools, and wrote a brief account of my experi-
ences. From this article has come another great development in my life, editing and writing about woodturning for Ameri-
can Woodturner magazine and the quarterly Woodturning FUNdamentals. 
 
Notes on Turning 
 
As a nurse and teacher, I mostly worked with, and on, people. Now it’s just me and a chunk of wood. Once in a while it is 
fine, clear stuff – but more often than not, it is gnarly, burly, riddled with bark inclusions, eaten by insects. I love the chal-
lenge of working with these orphan woods, of expanding my skills, and of developing my aesthetic sensibilities. And I es-
pecially love wood grain, with its infinite range of colors, patterns, and textures. 
 
I am content to let the wood speak for itself, for the most part. Most of my embellishment, whether through color, decora-
tive forms, or surface treatments, is minimal and restrained. I just don’t feel like I can do much to rival the beauty of fig-
ured wood. Instead, I am focused more on simple, elegant forms and vibrant figure, with limited points of contrast to 
heighten the effect. My goal is to make work that is simply beautiful, and that invites and feels good to the touch.  
 
Links: 

Website - SteveForrestWoodTurning.com 
Instagram - @steveforrestwoodturning.com 
 

Steve Forrest 
March Demonstrator 

Photographing Wood Turned Objects 
8:30 to 12:00 
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association usu-
ally meets the second Saturday of each month. The Asso-
ciation periodically sponsors exhibitions and demonstra-
tions by local and internationally known turners. 
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2023 Event Schedule

March 11th 

Steve Forrest 

Photographing Wood Turned Works 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

April 8th 

Dave Bentley 

The Hand Pulled Top 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

May 13th 

Michael Hackett 

Floating Wing Bowl 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

June 12th 

Malcolm Tibbetts 

Segmented Turnings 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

Club Meetings 
Club Meetings- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests are welcome to attend in person by request 
to: membership@bayareawoodturners.org.  

See bayareawoodturners.org/ for club information. 
 
BAWA Officers Meeting -  
The Association’s officer meetings are held each month. Contact Steve 
Griswold at: president@bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  We meet in 
person.  Meetings are held at the PHEC Woodturning Center at 1 San-
ta Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.  The doors open at 8:30am. The 
meeting start time is 9:00am. See our website 
at bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 
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Brad did a terrific job as always. He offered a slew of great information, starting with the thought process 
he uses when looking at harvesting wood. How to layout a log, and the process of cutting. Brad even sug-
gested harvesting wood is perhaps the most enjoyable part of the wood turning process. 
 

At the request of a number of members, Brad took a few minutes and walked through the sanding process he uses. Brad dis-
cussed sandpaper as a tool, recommending it stay sharp (throw away the sandpaper after it starts to clog), and the importance of 
ensuring the scratches caused by the current grit are removed prior to the next grit being applied. 
 
As with Brad’s previous demonstration, he has many anecdotes and experiences he passes along during the demonstration. One 
such experience involved a lady who was interested in a bowl he had at his tent at the Embarcadero Plaza. She was trying to talk 
her husband into buying it. Although they spoke in Chinese, Brad understood the underlying body language from the husband. In 
speaking with the daughter, he mentioned a “southern proverb”; “If mama isn’t happy, nobody’s happy”. After the daughter re-
peated it in Chinese, the husband handed over the credit card. Brad’s point; understand your audience. 
 
Brad’s primary demonstration was a natural edge bowl. He discussed how he uses large amount of CA on the layer just below 
the outside of the bark in order to help the bark adhere to the wood while it’s being turned. Brad also discussed some repair tech-
niques he uses, and has seen other use to repair sections where the bark has flown off, or was damaged during turning. 
 
Brad brought with him a Madrone bowl he had turned and finished, and at the end of the demonstration a lucky number was 
drawn and a member went home with the bowl. 
 
Hopefully everyone enjoyed the demonstration. It was entertaining, educational, and practical. All things we have come to ex-
pect in a Brad Adams demo. Thanks Brad 
 
Links: 

Brad Adams - Woodturner -  

Brad Adams - Online Store - 

Benicia Tree Foundation - https://beniciatrees.org/brad-adams-recycles-trees-into-art/ 

https://brad-adams-woodturner.square.site/ 

https://www.benicia.com/wood.htm/ 

Brad Adams 
February Demonstrator 

Natural Edge Bowls, Wood Harvesting, and Small Sell-able Objects 

Power sanding the exterior Wax keeps dust 
down 

Bright light shows scratches Hand sanding higher grits 

The real reason why Homer joined BAWA Brad’s armementarium Brad’s sanding 
strip 

Continued on following page 
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Rockler Helps BAWA Members 

BAWA members receive a 10% discount when purchasing 
directly at the Concord Rockler Store  at: 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/concord-store.  

Mention your BAWA membership when checking out, to 
receive your discount. Rockler also donates part of the pro-
ceeds back to the club which help support our Holiday Par-
ty raffle.  

 

 
We want members and others with items to sell or trade, ser-
vices to render or if you’re just looking to find a specific 
item from fellow BAWA members.  
 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at: 
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org 

 
You can’t beat the price...FREE!! 

Turning the ghost image Hot gluing support hoop Support hoop in place Showing gouge approach 

Chips fly Checking depth Straddling the lathe Hollowing interior 

Drill out bark for 
drive center 

How to dissect a log Mount between 
centers 

Full protection 
used in shop 

Turning in steps Shavings pile up 

Support hoops & depth gauge One final cut... Singeing the edge 
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High School Outreach Program 
Campolindo High 

BAWA NEWS & NOTES 

At the BAWA meeting 

Special Raffle – Saturn Bowl 
Remember when. . .  Cast your mind back to March of 2021.  
Winter was winding down.  Covid was still preventing BAWA 
from meeting in person.  Jason Clark visited us electronically 
from Illinois to show us how to turn a Saturn Bowl from a piece 
of Zebrawood.  The object was six inches in diameter and fea-
tured two rotating centers. 
 
The completed project, signed by Jason, will be available by 
special raffle at the March BAWA meeting.  Tickets will be $5 
each or 5/$20.  You will be asked to write your name and 
phone number on the back of one of the duplicate tickets.  The 
drawing will take place at the March meeting.  You need not be 
present to win but you can only purchase the tickets in person 
at the March BAWA meeting.  Cash or checks will be accepted.  
All proceeds will go to the BAWA treasury. 
  
Be the first one on your block to have a Jason Clark original on 
your mantel. 

Tickets: $5 each or 5/$20 

The first two Campolindo turning students with their 
final projects--maple bowl with segmented ring top. 
 
None had any prior experience on a lathe. The pro-
gram starts with use and sharpening of spindle rough-
ing gouge and parting tool and turning of a mal-
let.  The second project added bowl gouges and 
scrapers and turning a green wood bowl.   

This was the final project.  The students cut the strips 
on a table saw, then the segments on a wedgie sled.  

Bowl raffled at the end of the demo Anna shocked by membership numbers A rich wood raffle 

The largest group in years 
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Continued on following page 

 Show & Tell 
February 

Will Moskalik-Burl bowl 

Steve Griswold-Bleached bowl 

Charlie Saul-Carved vase Rick Kalish-Home-made sander 
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 Show & Tell 
February Joel Albert-Boxes 

Harvey Klein-Mice 

David Fleisig-Ball stand & bowl 

Continued on following page 
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 Show & Tell 
February Michael Hackett-Square HF 

Tim Kennedy-Platter 

Larry Batti-Tenon jig 
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(Articles courtesy of AAW) 
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