
August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Volume 26 Issue 8 August 2022 

2022 August Picnic 
Saturday, August 13th 

11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Continued on following page 

Food - The club will provide burgers, brats and buns along with all necessary serving utensils, plates, cups and condiments.  Below 
is a list of what we’d like you to bring, again, alphabetically by last name: 
 

A through G: Cold drinks, (soda, ice tea, etc.) 

H through P: Sides, (baked beans, salad, deviled eggs, etc.) 

Q through Z: Desserts 

 
Show and (don’t) Tell - Anyone who would like to display a work or three at the picnic will be welcome and encouraged to do so! 
 
We’ll have tables set up for you to set your works on.  There will be no formal “Tell” session.  This is simply an opportunity for 
you show what you’ve been making and informally chat about your creations with fellow members! 

Tool Swap/Sale - As usual, everyone is invited to bring tools for the annual Tool Swap/Sale and this is a good time to donate those 
hunks of wood you know you’ll never get onto the lathe – BAWA will sell them then and there and another member will walk 
away happy – It’s a win/win/win!  
 
Wood Sale - There will be a great selection of wood for you to purchase. Please bring cash! 

President’s Challenge - Neither Steve nor Jim C. will be present at the August picnic.  Larry Batti will be MC.  Here it is: “Turn 
the Sphere, Ball, Orb, Circular Object of Your Dreams!”  In other words, whether you are a first-time or a veteran sphere-turner, 
make a sphere or a creation involving a sphere and tell us all about it at the picnic.  There are no constraints or limitations except 
that it be made primarily on the lathe.  Big or small; wood, acrylic, epoxy, or something else; segmented or solid; carved, painted 
or just plain wood - you name it, we want to see it!  And the awards?  Everyone who brings an entry will receive 5 Wood Raffle 
tickets to be claimed at any of this Fall’s monthly meetings.  Have fun and I look forward to seeing the pictures. 
 
P.S. If you’re looking for some guidance on turning a sphere, a great place to start is with Jim Rodgers’ two videos on the top-
ic.  You can find them on the BAWA Website: go to Resources, then to Videos, and then to the Jim Rodgers Videos page. 

Please email: larrybattiwoodturning@gmail.com with your questions, suggestions, and comments. 

Regarding COVID-19 protocols:  

After consulting county officials and CDC guidelines, we have been reassured that fully vaccinated people can resume outdoor 
activities without wearing a mask or social distancing, so there will be no such requirements for our picnic.  However, if you’re 
not fully vaccinated,  you should adhere to guidelines set out for you by the CDC, and if in doubt, consult your physician as to 
the precautions you should take. Whether vaccinated or not, we are each responsible for our own health and safety. 

& 

It’s time for our annual BAWA picnic.
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As in years past the picnic will be held at the  
Pleasant Hill Community Park,  
147 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill,  
Picnic Area # 2.  
 
We hope to see all of you there! 

Pictured: Redwood slabs, Plum, and Birch.  
 
Also freshly cut Japanese Maple, some dry 
Walnut Burl wood and a few pieces of very 
dry Carob. 

Sneak peak of wood available at picnic 
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association usu-
ally meets the second Saturday of each month. The Asso-
ciation periodically sponsors exhibitions and demonstra-
tions by local and internationally known turners. 
 
President 
Steve Griswold 
president@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Vice President 
Jim Campbell 
vp@bayareawoodturners.org  
 
Secretary 
Richard Dietrich 
secretary@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Treasurer 
Rick Nelson 
treasurer@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Member at Large 
Larry Batti 
memberatlarge@bayareawoodturners.org  
 
President Emeritus 
Jim Rodgers 
Jlrodgers236@comcast.net 
 
Pleasant Hill Adult Education (PHAE) Liaison 
Jim Rodgers 
Jlrodgers236@comcast.net 
 
Librarian 
Cindy Navarro 
librarian@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Membership  
Anna Duncan 
membership@bayareawoodturners.org 
  
Store Manager 
Richard Kalish & Michele Freeze 
storemanager@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Webmaster 
Jeff Tanner & Greg Ketel  
webmaster@bayareawoodturners.org 
  
Newsletter Editor 
Louie Silva 
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Video Coordinator 
Dave Bentley, Larry Batti & Ed Steffenger 
videocoordinator@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Woodmeister 
Tony Wolcott 
woodmeister@bayareawoodturners.org 
 
Educational Coordinator 
Jan Blumer 
educationalcoordinator@bayareawoodturners.org  
 
Pro Demonstrator Liaison 
John Cobb 
Cobbemail@gmail.com 
 
Staff Photographer 
Rick Dietrich 
Photographer@bayareawoodturners.org  

Club Meetings 
Club Meetings- 
 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday on each month by Zoom confer-
encing. Invitations are posted to all members: guests are welcome by 
request to: membership@bayareawoodturners.org who will forward an 
invitation to the next meeting. 
 

Zoom sessions open at 8:30am. The meeting start time is 9:00am. 
 
See bayareawoodturners.org/ for club information. 
 
BAWA Officers Meeting -  
The Association’s officer meetings are held each month. Contact Steve 
Griswold at: president@bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 

2022 Event Schedule

August 13th Annual Picnic 

September 10th Alan Lacer 

October 8th Alan Straton 

November 12th TBD 

December 10th TBD 
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Turn for Troops 2022 
BAWA Event 

  
We had a very nice Turn for the Troops event on Saturday July 9. This was the 8th in person turning event for BAWA and the 
15th  year the club members have participated in this worthy cause.  There were several species of wood crafted into many styles 
of turned pens for our servicemen and women by our members. These little touches of home will be sent to members of our mil-
itary serving abroad during the holiday season, a small token of our appreciation for their service. Members of BAWA have 
turned over 1,500 pens over the years 
 
I would like to thank Jim Rodgers for generously allowing BAWA to use the woodturning center for this event. Also, thank you 
to Eric at Woodcraft in San Carlos for donating all of the hardware for pens. And of course, thank you to our members who par-
ticipated and turned 140 pens for the troops.  Without all of you, the event would not have been a success. 
Hope to see everyone at next year’s event! 
 
 Woodcraft San Carlos: 
 
A very special Thank You to the Bay Area Woodturners Association for hosting their Turn for Troops event on July 9th!  This 
amazing group of folks worked all day to produce 140 pens for our military troops around the world! Over the past 18 years, 
Woodcraft, and our local clubs and schools, has produced over 12,000 pens for our military branches serving our country.  We 
couldn't do it without the help of amazing local woodturning and woodworking groups like BAWA!  Thank you! 
  
Thanks again for the support of the TFT program!  I posted a HUGE Thank You to our store's Facebook page naming all the 
volunteers and mentioning your website. 
www.facebook.com/woodcraftsancarlos 

Eric 

Joel Albert Cindy Navarro Embellishment Madhav Mehra & 
Jeff Tanner 

Martin Gibb 

Larry Batti Connie Klein Rick Kalish Claudia Foster Bob Nolan 

A hive of activity The finished product 
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President’s Letter 
August 2022 

President’s Letter – August 2022 
 
Greetings, everyone – I hope you are having a wonderful summer!  
 
Once again, we had another outstanding Turn for Troops in July (see the article and photos elsewhere in this 

edition).  As he has done for the past eight years or so, Jeff Tanner organized the event, so a huge Thank You to Jeff and all 
those who helped make this another great turning event! 
 
Speaking of traditions, the summer picnic is coming up on Saturday 8/13.  As I mentioned last month, I will not be able to at-
tend, and it turns out that our VP, Jim Campbell, is unable to attend either.  Our Member at Large, Larry Batti, has kindly agreed 
to step up and MC the President’s Challenge, on top of organizing the picnic itself.  Thank You, Larry!   
 
As usual, there will be a wood sale - our Wood Meister Tony Wolcott will be bringing wood (everyone is invited to donate 
wood too!). And of course, the picnic is always a great time to bring tools to sell or swap. 
 
Have a great rest of the summer, stay safe, and keep on turning, 
Steve Griswold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BAWA NEWS & NOTES 

Orinda Library announces an exhibit of David Fleisig, another BAWA artist, coming November 5th. 
Put it on your calendar.  

BAWA member Rick Nelson has 10 of his turnings in the August exhibition in the Art Gallery at Orinda Library!  Rick, an ac-
complished turner specializing in segmented work, wears many hats including BAWA Treasurer, Instructor at the Diablo 
Woodturning Center, and President of the Oakland Art Association.   Rick’s work can be seen this month as part of a multi-
media, multi-artist show in the Art Gallery at Orinda Library. Rick’s wife, Tina, is a fabric artist and also has work in the 
show.  Congratulations Rick and Tina, and we are all looking forward to visiting the exhibition! 

Rick Nelson in the Art Gallery at Orinda Library 

Swirl, by Rick Nelson - maple, 
purpleheart, walnut, 10” x 4"  

Rick Nelson’s turned wooden vessel 
Starburst.  

Tina Nelson’s Girl 
in High Top  



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Tree Article 55 Looking into the Disaster of Ailanthus altissima, 
 Commonly referred to as the Tree of Heaven 
 By Tony Wolcott 
 
The Tree of Heaven, or Ailanthus, gained fame in 1943 as a symbol of endurance in Betty Smith's "A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn." The persevering tree served as a metaphor for the protagonist; this resilient tree grew out of floors and 
thrived in concrete cracks. The heavenly tree has a history. In 1823 a nursery in Queens sold the Ailanthus for the top 
price -- $1.00. And a famous tree it was, quickly sold for $3.00 and mostly sold out. Native to Taiwan and the other 
China, the tree of heaven entered the American west coast around 1850.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the western U.S. invasion of the Ailanthus, an inchworm reared its ugly head in the east coast urban environ-
ment. The worm denuded trees throughout the eastern U.S.; without leaves, the worms dangled on the branch tips 
and let go when a nest walked by. Not blessed with sharp eyesight, the worms mistook hairdos for bird's nests and 
often took up residence in the wigs of the walking trees. When it was hot, the worms were at their height of undress-
ing the trees and destroying any shade from a once foliage-filled tree. Only the Tree of Heaven appeared resistant, 
and the planting and nourishing of the Ailanthus increased. 
 
Unfortunately or fortunately, the tree of heaven has an awful smell, especially from the male flowers. People com-
plained, accusing this tree of stinking up the neighborhood, causing allergy problems, and even death claims; so 
much for heaven's tree. By 1853 Congress outlawed the 'stink tree.' Opposite opinions developed-- the inchworm 
preferred all trees except the Tree of Heaven, but the stench of Ailanthus was too much for other people. Typical of 
the era, the Chinese Tree of Heaven became another unwanted foreigner. But one cannot deny the survivability of 
this tree. Others thought the Ailanthus preferred the poor, growing in empty lots and concrete beds. 
 
Tree of heaven, Ailanthus, or in Standard Chinese as chouchun  
(Chinese: 臭椿; pinyin: chòuchūn; literally means: "foul smelling tree") 
 
"Smells like rancid Peanut Butter"- Clark Owen, Northeastern IPM Center 
 
I was visiting Mountain View the other day and came across some tree trunks that looked like cantaloupe skin; a 
glance up and the Tree of Heaven foliage danced with the wind. Soon, I realized someone had planted the Tree of 
Heaven as a street tree. Mountain View has a problem. 

Continued on following page 
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Continued on following page 

The photo to the right shows the incurable habit of the Tree of Heaven 
to sucker from roots. I have a client with a vineyard, and a neighbor 
also has a vineyard. The removal of mature Ailanthus caused thousands 
of roots to sucker and filled the vineyards. Sprouts as young as two 
years are capable of producing seed. Tree-of-Heaven has allelopathic 
chemicals in its leaves, roots, and bark that can limit or prevent the es-
tablishment of other plants. 
 
The only cure is the application of herbicides (three different chemi-
cals) applied in mid to late summer. Repeat for two or three years after. 
Cutting heavenly trees down or pulling out suckers is counterproduc-
tive because the roots immediately send up thousands of suckers. I sug-
gest digging up any tree of heaven that you can easily dig and remov-
ing roots. Otherwise, bring a back-hoe in or move. Ailanthus altissima 
is one of the worst invasive plants in the world. 

Identifying the Devil Tree 
 
More mature trees of heaven have distinctive bark, similar to cantaloupe skin. The compound leaf, pinnately com-
pound (central stem with leaflets attached on each side), has many leaflets and can be up to four feet long with ten to 
forty leaflets. 

If you break off an entire compound leaf, you will get the smell most people dislike. Ailanthus altissima has some 
complete flowers with male and female parts, but this tree is usually dioecious; separate male and female flowers are 
on different trees. The clonal habit of the plant muddles this distinction. The tree is deciduous, but the fall color is 
poor. Fruit is winged, quite colorful, and capable of sending off thousands of seeds. 

The flower on the top left, morphs into a 
winged fruit—top right. By fall the fruits 
roll into a reddish/brownish mass, similar to 
sumac plants, but hanging down. 
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We want members and others with items to sell or trade, ser-
vices to render or if you’re just looking to find a specific item 
from fellow BAWA members.  
 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at: 
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org 

 
You can’t beat the price...FREE!! 

Rockler Helps BAWA Members 

BAWA members receive a 10% discount when purchasing 
directly at the Concord Rockler Store  at: 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/concord-store.  

Mention your BAWA membership when checking out, to 
receive your discount. Rockler also donates part of the pro-
ceeds back to the club which help support our Holiday Party 
raffle.  

One thing to know about the Tree of Heaven—the wood is excellent for turning or slabbing into tables. The only trou-
ble is finding a sizable tree that is up for removal. When you do, let me know, as I would like to see how this wood 
handles. We may have to outlaw this plant, just like congress did in the 1800s. The spread of this pest is epidemic, 
dare I say pandemic. 

10X magnification You Tube video-- good example of how to 
identify any wood. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fGnEuM_jHj4 
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Calling all Portrait Lovers! 

We’re excited to announce Bedford Gallery is 

now accepting art submissions for our spring 

2023 juried portrait exhibition, About Face! The deadline to 

apply is January 26, 2023. 

  

The practice of creating portraits dates back nearly 12,000 

years to the Neolithic era. What began as plastered human 

skulls has evolved into paintings, photographs, and sculpture 

that not only capture the likeness of an individual, but also 

provide clues about the cultural and societal context in which 

the person lived. About Face, a juried and invitational portrait 

exhibition, continues this fascinating tradition using a con-

temporary lens to speculate how future generations might 

perceive the way we value beauty, power, and ultimately, 

what we hold culturally significant.  

  

Eligibility: Open to all artists, 18 years of age or older, work-

ing in all media and all sizes. 

  

Jurors: Zoë Latzer, Associate Curator and Director of Pub-

lic Programs, ICA San Jose and David Reyes, Curator of 

Exhibitions and Collections, Huntsville Museum of Art. 

  

Over $2,000 in cash and prizes for artist awards! 

  

About Face will be on view April 15 – June 25, 2023. 

 

For application details visit bedfordgallery.org/art-

opportunities/call-for-entries. 



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Continued on following page 



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Continued on following page 



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Continued on following page 



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

Continued on following page 



August 2022 BAWA Newsletter 

(Articles courtesy of AAW) 


