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Vern Stovall 
December Demonstrator 

 

Our demonstrator for the December meeting will be no other then one of our great members, Vern Stovall. 
Vern no only does a lot for the club, and for the woodturning program at Pleasant Hill Adult Ed., he is an ac-
complished turner. 
 

Vern has long been interested in how to apply stitching to forms, and how to do so in a safe manner. Over the years Vern has 
experimented with various jigs and forms, and has developed a method which allows a flexible and safe way to stitch vessels, 
bowls, and many other objects. 
 
We can look forward to an informative and interesting demonstration on stitching. 
 
Bio: 
 
About 15 years ago I took my first woodturning class from Jim Rodgers. I really got interested after the bowls class. But even 
then, I was not interested in just making regular shaped bowls. I wanted to turn unusual shapes. I looked in turning magazines 
and on the internet, to find what others have created, even if it is not in wood. I no longer ask if I can make something. I ask 
“How would I make it? How much time would it take and what tools or fixtures do I need?” When I watched people show how 
they stitched cracks using a biscuit jointer, I knew there must be a safer way. After figuring that out, I thought about how I could 
use the same tool to make decorative elements. 
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association usu-
ally meets the second Saturday of each month. The Asso-
ciation periodically sponsors exhibitions and demonstra-
tions by local and internationally known turners. 
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2023-24 Event Schedule 
 

December 2nd 

Craft Sale 

9:30-3:30 

Mount Diablo Adult Ed Woodturning 
Center, Rm 108  

December 9th 

Vern Stovall 

Stitching Cracks 

8:30AM-12:00PM 

January 13th 

BAWA Holiday Party 

10:00AM 

Walnut Creek Elks Lodge 

January 2nd 

Beneath the Bark 

BAWA Member Showcase 

Orinda Library Gallery 

Club Meetings 
Club Meetings- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests are welcome to attend in person by request 
to: membership@bayareawoodturners.org.  

See bayareawoodturners.org for club information. 
 
BAWA Officers Meeting -  
The Association’s officer meetings are held each month. Contact Steve 
Griswold at: president@bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 

Meetings are generally held on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  We 
meet in person. Meetings are held at the PHEC Woodturning Center at 
1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.  The doors open at 8:30am. 
The meeting start time is 9:00am. See our website 
at bayareawoodturners.org for more information. 
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The November turn-a-thon was an incredible success. The goal was to make a number of differ-
ent items for the December arts and crafts sale on the 2nd of December. A shout-out to Joel Al-
bert, who took the project on with less than a month’s notice. Joel outlined to different things to 
be made, secured the kits and wood, but, most importantly, ensured there were plenty of people 
there to add support. 
 
The day of the turn-a-thon saw pretty much every lathe in use. There was lots of shavings flying 
everywhere. People were turning projects, bantering with each other, and overall adding to the 

comradere the club is known for. It’s club meetings like this, and the July turn-for-troops, which give us the oppor-
tunity to enjoy each others company for the day. 
 
The day saw a lot of projects completed. Bottle stoppers, seam rippers, pin cushions, gnomes, acorns, and more. A 
number of members brought donations. Claudia worked to sort the donations and price them for the sale. For the 
items that needed some additional attention, Joel scheduled follow-up sessions and solicitated volunteers to help get 
then ready for the craft show. 
 
What a great event. If you did not make this years turn-a-thon, plan on making it next year. 

Drilling Pin cushion set-up Cutting corners Gnome set-up 

Christmas tree Turning Turning 

November Turn-a-Thon 

Double dose of donuts Extension magnets Rick Nelson 

Shaping the top 
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Many thanks to all of the turners 
who made this project so success-
ful.  
 
Feel free to visit the Craft Sale on 
December 2nd.(details below) 

A plethora of bowls Dave Bentley recording Texturing Coaching 

Anna Duncan coloring Peter Travis Another plethora of bowls Coloring set-up 

Roberta Zorynski And, of course,  
cleaning up 

Claudia Foster painting Tom Tovera Drilling 
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Holiday Party, 2024 
 
Our annual BAWA Holiday Party will be held on January 13, 2024 at The Elks Lodge in Walnut Creek...the same 
venue as last year!  You'll be able to purchase tickets in advance on our website or you can buy them at the door. 
We'll email more information soon on cost and how and when to purchase tickets.  As always, family and friends 
are welcome...actually, they're encouraged! 
 
As in the past, we'll hold a silent auction, have a raffle, and bring lots of great wood for you to bid on! We also have brand new 
wood turning tools, a pyrography kit, pen blanks, pen kits, woodworking supplies, certificates from your favorite vendors, private 
lessons with BAWA instructors, wine and lots of other items, so bring cash, check or credit card and bid early and often!   
 
Will there be food?  Does camphor stink up your shop?! This year's event will be catered, once again, by La Pinata in Con-
cord!  They did a great job and were a big hit last year, so bring your appetites! 
 
Oh, and don't forget to bring some turnings to display in the instant gallery!  We encourage you to show up to five of your crea-
tions! (If you have more than five, bring those too!) This is an informal display, so we won't put you on the spot and make you talk 
about them.  Whether you're a first time turner, a grizzled veteran or somewhere in between, your work is important to this 
club...we want to see what you've been doing and how you're progressing, so bring that/those creations for all to enjoy! 
 
In the past, some members have wanted to contribute items to the club to be auctioned off at the party.  If you want to donate, 
please email Larry at larrybattiwoodturning@gmail.com, and we'll arrange a hand off.  
 
This event is a big hit every year and a great way to get to know your fellow members better, so we hope to see you all there!   
 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy holiday season!!! 

Setting tables Centerpiece Silent auction 

Tons of wood in silent auction Playing games Bidding on  
silent auction 

2023 Holiday Party 

Jean-Louis Meynier & Jim Rodgers Bucket Raffle Drawing raffle 
winner 
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President’s Letter 
December 2023 

“Coming Soon!” – Two Exhibitions That Include BAWA Members’ Woodturnings 
 
As I have delved into woodturning these past ten years, one of the things I most enjoy is seeing woodturn-
ing exhibitions, and especially exhibitions that include work by BAWA members.  So I am excited about 
two shows, one that is already up and the other starting in January: 
 
Artistry in Wood – Ongoing through January 7 at the Museum of Sonoma County in Santa Rosa.  This 

annual exhibit is presented by the Sonoma County Woodworkers Association in concert with the Museum of Sonoma County. 
Staged every year since 1982, it is recognized as one of the premier fine woodworking shows in North America.  The show co-
vers all sorts of woodwork, from surfboards to furniture to musical instruments to woodturnings, including pieces by several 
BAWA members, and I am very pleased to say that our very own John Cobb was recognized with an Award of Excellence for 
his gorgeous large hollowform made of figured California bay laurel.  Congratulations John Cobb! 
 
Beneath the Bark – From January 2  through February 1 at the Orinda Library Gallery. 
The show will be exclusively pieces created by BAWA members showcasing the beauty or idiosyncratic nature of a specific 
piece of wood, such as striking figure, bark inclusions, voids or hollows in the wood, etc.  Don’t miss it! 
 
And a quick reminder on this topic: If you have a piece in a show, know someone else who does, or even if you are having an 
open house or open workshop where we can see your work, please remember to pass the word so that information can be in-
cluded in our BAWA newsletter! 
 
Happy holidays, 
Steve 

Rockler Helps BAWA Members 

BAWA members receive a 10% discount when purchasing di-
rectly at the Concord Rockler Store  at: 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/concord-store.  

Mention your BAWA membership when checking out, to re-
ceive your discount. Rockler also donates part of the proceeds 
back to the club which help support our Holiday Party raffle.  

 

BAWA Classified Ads 
 
We want members and others with items to sell or trade, services 
to render or if you’re just looking to find a specific item from 
fellow BAWA members.  
 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at: 
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org 

 
You can’t beat the price...FREE!! 
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BAWA NEWS & NOTES 

December 2023 Membership News 
By Anna Duncan 
 
For those that haven’t yet renewed your BAWA membership for 2024…now is the time! Only 
about 40% of our current membership have renewed, so chances are you need to visit the website 
https://www.bayareawoodturners.org/ ASAP to renew. 
 
If you’d rather not renew on the website, you can; 

send a $60 check to our treasurer, Rick Nelson, 1584 Webb Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94595, or 
pay in person $60 cash or check at our December 9th BAWA meeting 

 
We’d really like to be finished with renewals by the end of the year, so I encourage you all to renew ASAP. 
 
If you have any issues with renewal, please contact me at membership@bayareawoodturners.org. 
 
Best, 
 
Anna Duncan 

2024 BAWA Board of Directors  

Steve Griswold 
President 

Bob Ackley 
Vice President 

Rick Dietrich 
Secretary 

Rick Nelson 
Treasurer 

Larry Batti 
At Large 
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Continued on following page 
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(Articles courtesy of AAW) 


