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June Meeting - Brad Adams
“What to do with Cutoffs”

June 10, 2017, 8:30 – 12:00 Noon

The featured speaker for the June 10, 2017 will be one of our fellow members - Brad Adams.

Brad goes through several tons of wood a month as a full-time woodturner, much of it being 
burl or highly figured wood.  In his own words Brad explains, “Big bowls are my primary prod-
uct, but I've got a dirty little secret. Although the big bowls are what puts money in the bank, 
it is the small stuff I make out of the cutoffs that pays the rent on my shop. In the process of 
sawing out my bowl blanks, I generate a lot of scraps - what I refer to as my ‘kibbles and 
bits’." 

Brad will demonstrate how he turns these scraps into useful and/or profitable items.  He will 
show his methods for making ring holders, bottle stoppers, wine bottle coasters, ikebana vases, and perhaps small 
hollow forms if time permits.

Brad also stated that he has benefitted tremendously by his involvement in BAWA and now its time to give some-
thing back to the club.  We appreciate Brad’s willingness to “step up to the plate” and look forward to his presen-
tation in June.

Brad’s presentation will be interesting as well as entertaining and is certain to be a big hit!  You won’t want to 
miss it!

Bring you recent turnings for “show-and-tell,” look for bowl blanks for sale in the store along with our new BAWA 
polo shirts, Tee-shirts and caps.
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The Bay Area Woodturners Association is a local chapter 
of the American Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-
pose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to 
share ideas and techniques and to educate the general 
public regarding the art of turning.  The Association 
usually meets the second Saturday of each month. The 
Association periodically sponsors exhibitions and demon-
strations by local and internationally known turners.
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Club Meetings

Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise noted.  

8:30  doors open for setup, use store and library, swap ideas, view 
displays

9:00—12:30 meeting and demo

Meetings will be held at the PHEC Woodturning Center,  1 Santa Barbara 
Road, Pleasant Hill, CA.   

See bayareawoodturners.org/ for directions and club information.

BAWA Officers Meeting -
Officer meetings are open to all members. Contact Joel Albert if you would 
like to be on the agenda.

2017 Event Schedule

June 10th Brad Adams: What to do with 
Cutoffs 8:30-12:30

June 22-25 AAW Symposium  (Kansas 
City, MO)

July 8th Turn for Troops 8:30-12:30

Aug 6th Summer Picnic 11:00-2:00

Sept 9th Kalia Kliban 8:30-12:30
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The July meeting is our fourth annual Turn for Troops event. This is great opportunity for club members to 
come in and turn pens that will be donated to US troops serving out of the country. If you have never turned a 
pen before, it is a great time to learn as there many experienced members who are willing to give you a one on 
one lesson. This year we have a goal of 170 pens and look forward to seeing everyone participating in this com-
munity service event for those who are called to serve our country. 

Turn for Troops in July

Turned Frisbee Competition Returns to the August Picnic!

Join us on Sunday August 6, 2017 at Pleasant Hill Park in Pleasant Hill for our annual 
picnic and barbeque.  By popular demand the celebrated Wooden Flying Disc Competition 
returns this year with two different events.

We’ll have an event to see who can toss their wood turned flying disc the farthest and a 
second event to see who can get their wood turned flying disc to land closest to the target.  
Prizes will be awarded in each event.

Rules are few and simple:

Your flying discs must be lathe turned and consist of a solid disc with a recurved rim, 
similar to the original Frisbee flying disc;

Your flying disc must be solid, no holes in the middle and no rings similar to the Aerobie 
are permitted;
You get one toss for each of up to three discs in each event.

There is still lots of time before the picnic to design your entries; get out to the shop and get them turned.  See 
everyone in August!
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Tips & Tricks

Shop First Aid

It is the middle of the year and a good 
time to look around the shop and check your 
first aid kit, which everyone should have readily 
handy.

Here is a check list of the basics your kit should 
include:

Band-aids – multiple sizes including finger tip and 

knuckle band aids

Steri-strips or butterflies to hold edges of wounds 

together

Scissors, tape, gauze wraps and ace bandage to 

secure bandages

Gauze pads in two sizes 2x2 and 4x4 and will be 

used to clean cuts, apply pressure to bleeding 

wounds and to bandage larger wounds.

Wound cleanser to clean wound and antibiotic 

ointment such as Neosporin or Neosporin with 

Lanacaine for pain relief.

Fine point tweezers for splinter removal.  I use a 

pair of Uncle Bill’s, since they have a fine tip 

and holder that I can hang above my bench

Eye cup and eye wash to wash out debris that 

might get into eyes.

Clean gloves for universal precautions

Clean plastic baggies for amputated digits

As part of this month’s column I have includ-
ed a Basic First Aid Page that was pub-
lished in AAW.  I think that it has good in-
formation and everyone should become fa-
miliar and comfortable with the infor-
mation

First Aid Page on following page

Book Review
Tiny Boxes by Doug Stowe

This is a book about making boxes.  I, in 
particular, like making boxes.  I usually make them on 
the lathe and I also collect them.  I collect them be-
cause they are usually small in size and they have so 
many ways they can be made.

Even though the boxes in this book are not 
turned on the lathe the many different aspects can be 
applied to making boxes on the lathe.

In the introduction the author explains that 
making tiny boxes can be challenging, but can be made 
without a lot of tools and can be satisfying to make.  
The concepts of using veneer, inlay and veneer strips, 
which are explained in a easily to understand method 
can be transferred to being used when turning boxes.

There are 10 different boxes clearly described 
with easy to understand steps and accompanied with 
good clear pictures.  I think that making one or all or 
just reading the book will give one many ideas of how 
to improve and raise the level of your box making.

I find that reading books on all types of wood-
working and making do affect my turning and ability 
to be more creative.  So read something different and 
see how or if you can apply the new knowledge to your 
turning.

by Cindy Navarro
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Membership News
By Tim Kennedy

Membership Update

BAWA now has 148 members. 

First Aid for Woodturners
DISCLAIMER - The following information is an overview of basic first aid. It is not meant to cover all situations, or 
be a substitute for good judgment or care from your physician. Always err on the side of seeking treatment from your doctor, an 
urgent care center or emergency room. Of course, for life, limb or vision threatening situations call 911.

1)  Cuts & Scrapes-Minor cuts and scrapes need careful cleaning with soap and water to remove contamination, then appli-
cation of antibiotic ointment and a dressing. If there is contamination that you can’t remove, exposed bone, joint, muscle 
or tendon, seek emergency room care. Bleeding should be controlled with direct pressure for 10-minutes. If bleeding can-
not be controlled, get medical help. Numbness past the cut may indicate nerve injury and loss of active motion may indi-
cate a tendon injury, so seek medical care for either of these. If the cut can easily be closed with a butterfly or steri-strip 
tape after cleansing, then dress as above. But if the edges won’t come together, you probably need stitches. 

2)  Burns-Minor burns need to be placed under cool water for 20 minutes to remove the heat and then dressed as above. If 
there is blistering or dead skin, seek emergency help. 

3)  Eye Debris–If you get debris in your eye, don’t rub the eye. Pull your eyelid up and down several times and blink. If the 
debris doesn’t come out, use an eyewash. If that doesn’t help or there is foreign material embedded in the eye, cover both 
eyes (yes, both) and seek emergency help. 

4)  Splinters–Clean the area around the splinter and use a magnifying glass. If the splinter is tiny, it will probably find it way 
out on its own. If it’s bigger, clean the tips of fine tweezers with alcohol and remove it. If you can’t get to the end of the 
splinter, clean a needle with alcohol and tease the skin away from the tip of the splinter and then use the tweezers remove 
it. If you can’t get it all out seek help. 

5)  Amputations–Use direct pressure to control bleeding and apply a dressing. If the part is hanging on, leave it attached. If 
not, wrap the part in gauze, put it in a clean ziplock-type bag and place the bag on something cold from the refrigerator 
and in a small cooler or bag and seek immediate medical attention. Don’t use ice (it can cause frostbite). If more than a 
finger has been cut off, do the above and call 911. 

6)  Fumes & Dust– If you have trouble breathing while working with fine dust (the reason you always should wear proper 
breathing protection) or solvents, get to fresh air immediately. If that doesn’t help quickly, call 911. 

7)  Fractures–If you suspect you have broken a bone, splint the area using a Popsicle stick, board or rolled-up magazine 
wrapped with a gauze roll, ace wrap or tape and seek emergency care. If there is bone sticking out, cover it with clean 
gauze and go to the emergency room immediately. 

Marty Gottesman, MD Central Ohio Woodturners 

Rockler Helps BAWA Members

BAWA members receive a 10% discount when pur-
chasing directly at the Concord Rockler Store at:

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/concord-store.

Mention your BAWA membership when checking out, 
to receive your discount. Rockler also donates part of 
the proceeds back to the club which help support our 
Holiday Party raffle. 
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President’s Chatter
June 2017

First a quick apology – our goal is to get the newsletter out a week before our monthly 
meeting and this month we didn’t quite make it.

The recent safety alert from AAW prohibiting Fractal Burning in any AAW-sponsored 
events and urging all chapters to refrain from demonstrating & featuring the process was a 

bit un-nerving. Especially since we had just completed a demo on the subject for the club. I want to use 
this alert to remind all of us, that there are dangers associated with this hobby and we need to keep safety 
in mind.

Safety starts with being mindful of the dangers we face in the routine and the extra-ordinary activities we 
undertake. Start with the basics, your personal protective equipment – safety-glasses, dust protection, 
proper shoes, hair tied back and clothing that won’t get caught up in machinery. Next consider your envi-
ronment, is your shop clean, well-organized and free of tripping/slipping hazards? Is your equipment well 
maintained? Does the ventilation and dust collection work? Tools sharp?

Am I using this tool properly? How do I know? What can go wrong and how can I better protect myself?

One very hard lesson I have learned is to be especially vigilant when I am rushed or feeling comfortable 
with a task. Unfortunately it’s often the routine tasks that we feel the most comfortable with, that end up 
being the most dangerous. When we know something is risky we are much more aware, better planners 
and do a better job of protecting ourselves. When you drop your guard and aren’t focused, your risk of acci-
dent or injury dramatically increases.

Have you had a near miss? A serious accident? What did you learn from it? What do you do dif-
ferently?

Next month’s meeting on July 8th is one of my favorite events – Turn for the Troops. Our goal is to turn 
170 pens this year and distribute them to our Armed Forces. This is especially important to me since I re-
member the letters I got from my sons in the service when these pens and other care-packages would ar-
rive. So come join us, have fun, socialize, turn some pens, and let’s join together and do something good.

Good Deal From AAW!

BAWA members who have never been members of 
the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) have 
the exclusive opportunity to become AAW members 
for one year for just $30, a 50% reduction on the $60 
rate. Only AAW chapter members who have never 
been AAW members are eligible, and the special rate 
is available only during the exclusive sign up period 
from April 1 through June 30, 2017. Join AAW at the 
reduced $30 rate by going to:

http://tiny.cc/AAWNewGen

BAWA Classified Ads

We want members and others with items to sell or 
trade, services to render or if you’re just looking to 
find a specific item from fellow BAWA members. 
Please send ads to Louie Silva at:
newslettereditor@bayareawoodturners.org

You can’t beat the price...FREE!!
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Article 20:    Trees of the Bay Area Region by Tony Wolcott
Nyssa sylvatica – Tupelo tree

Fans of Tupelo honey or Van Morrison might be aware of Tupelo, Mississippi or the 
tree responsible for that sweet honey. But the tree might not be recognizable to most. 
The Tupelo tree is a very common street tree and landscape tree because it has one at-
tribute prized by most – beautiful fall color even in this fall challenged area. 

Recognized by its form Nyssa sylvatica is strongly excurrent, a strong central leader, 
with branches coming off the leader at 90 degrees.

You can look at the fruit, a black-blue, ovoid stone fruit, about 10 mm long with a 
thin, oily, bitter-to-sour tasting flesh and very popular with small bird species. There 
are from one to three fruits together on a long slender stalk. They are a valuable en-
ergy food for birds, especially the American robin.

The Tupelo is native to eastern North America. Nyssa sylvatica grows to 20–25 metres (66–82 ft) tall, 
rarely to 35 metres (115 ft), with a trunk diameter of 50–100 centimetres (20–39 in), rarely up to 170 
centimetres (67 in).

The twigs of this tree are reddish-brown, usually hidden by a greyish skin. The pith is chambered with 
greenish partitions. On Martha’s Vineyard in Massachusetts this species is called "beetlebung", per-
haps for its use in making the mallet known as a beetle, used for hammering bungs (stoppers) into bar-
rels.

This is an excellent wood if you get the chance. Finding any size wood may 
not be easy. It goes by several common names: black tupe-
lo, tupelo, or blackgum.
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May’s Presenter:  Robert Bley
“Lichtenberg (Fractal) Burning”

Our May presenter was Robert Bley who gave an introduction and demonstration on “Lichtenberg (Fractal) 
Burning.”  However, just three days after Bob’s demonstration, the American Association of Woodturners 
(AAW) issued a new policy that urges AAW chapters to refrain from demonstrating the fractal burning process 
or being featured in any written publication.  As a result, the BAWA Board of Directors strongly advises 
and encourages our members to avoid undertaking the fractal burning process, given the risk of ex-
treme injury or death that may occur in the event of a mishap. Therefore, in accordance with the below, newly 
stated AAW policy, no summary of Bob’s demonstration will appear in our newsletter. 

AAW POLICY ON FRACTAL BURNING

The AAW has always been a faithful advocate for woodturning safety. Recently, the subject of fractal burning 
has been in the news because of another tragic death. The AAW Safety Committee has studied the issue and 
concluded there may be a distinct influencing benefit in adopting a policy against the use of Fractal Burning 
and publicizing it immediately to chapters and members. As a result, it was recommended that the AAW Board 
adopt a new policy against the practice, which was unanimously approved on May 17, 2017. The new policy is as 
follows:

It is the policy of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) that the process known as Fractal 
Burning is prohibited from being used in any AAW-sponsored events, including regional and nation-
al symposia, and that AAW-chartered chapters are strongly urged to refrain from demonstrating or 
featuring the process in chapter events. Further, the process of Fractal Burning shall not be featured 
in any written or online AAW publication, except for within articles that warn against its use. AAW 
publications will not accept advertisements for any products or supplies directly related to the pro-
cess.

CRAFT SUPPLIES 10% DISCOUNT ORDER

The 10% discount applies to any published price (including sale items, close-outs, etc.) on almost all items. Craft Supplies 
has a new catalog that includes new items with a different item numbering system. There have been some price increases 
as well so don’t use old catalogs. If you don’t have the latest catalog please look on-line to pick your loot and check prices 
and item numbers.

Orders are placed by filling out an electronic order form which is available on the BAWA website.
E-mail the form to Dean Adkins (adkd@chevron.com) with all the requested information:

Member name, phone number and e-mail address
Catalog item number
Catalog page number
Item description
Quantity ordered
List / sale price (before 10% discount)

You can call Dean (925-998-4111) to place an order, but must follow up with an e-mail to confirm all the required infor-
mation.
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May Show and Tell

(Continued on following page)

Hugh Bevin-Thomas-Teapot Mike Lanahan-Bowl

Gary Bingham-Lidded Vessel

Bob Gerenser-Natural Edged Bowl

Bob Bean-Napkin Rings

David Fleisig-Square Plate

Hugh Bevin-Thomas-Teapot Mike Lanahan-Bowl

Gary Bingham-Lidded Vessel

Bob Gerenser-Natural Edged Bowl

Bob Bean-Napkin Rings
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May Show and Tell
(cont.)

Vern Stovall-Frisbee Robert Horn-Bowl

John Cobb-Bowl Cindy Navarro-Bowl

Joel Albert-Gavel Don Gouveia-Staved Vase


